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Introduction: 

 There are many ways to define editing and many different levels of the craft. My mom 

edited my papers when I was in high school; she focused on grammar, sentence structure, and 

readability. Now that I’m in college, I have the writing lab help edit my papers. Akin to my 

mother’s methods, they also make similar corrections to my work.  However, the biggest 

difference between writing and editing is that there is so much more to the process of actually 

editing and publishing a a manuscript than my writer self would ever imagine. In the editing 

process, there are four major steps: proofreading the text, stylizing the text, cutting sentence 

structure, and reviewing the pictures and overall look (Eaton 113). However, this is only one way 

to label the editing process. How do the writers themselves define the editing process and what 

happens to their text from beginning to end? 

Research Question: 

 For my research, I am going to ask at least six college students at Brigham Young 

University about their opinions on the editing process and what they think certain terms from the 

editing field (proofreading, copy editing, comprehensive, general improvement) really mean. 

Methods:  

I started by sending a survey to at least six writers. The survey included demographic 

questions of gender and age to get a feel for who took my survey and ensure that the respondents 

were a good sampling. I also asked the participants how many years of writing experience they 

have and their familiarity with the editing process. These questions helped level the playing field 

and allowed me to understand where my participants were individually in their knowledge so 

that I could better interpret their responses. In my survey, I included open-ended questions 
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dealing with my four topics (proofreading, copy editing, comprehensive, general improvement) 

and then gave examples to choose from to further clarify their open-ended responses. 

Results and Discussion: 

 The results for all of my survey questions can be found in the Appendix. However, it was 

clear that editing is viewed abstractly by those who are not directly involved in the process. The 

responses indicated comfort with writing. However, when it came to editing or the editing 

process, there was a more varied response. The lowest comfort level response the editing process 

received dipped as low as 19 out of 100 and the lowest comfort level response editing received 

was as low as 20 out of 100. Other open-ended responses asking about certain editing terms and 

definitions showed just as much discomfort or confusion. For example, when asked to define 

copy editing, responses were varied. It appears that editing to an average college student consists 
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of the most simplistic editing definition and any other official editing term confuses the process. 

There were similar results for the other definition-based questions.  

 This study shows, first of all, that the editing process is much more complicated than 

most college students outside of the field may understand. It also shows that there are many 

definitions for editing and the editing process. It would have been beneficial to the survey non-

students, but would have presented greater difficulty of analysis.  

Appendix: 
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